KINDERGARTENS IN NORWAY

The Government’s objective for its kindergarten policy in Norway is the provision of kindergarten places of high quality and at a low price.

Kindergartens shall provide children with good opportunities for development and activity in close understanding and collaboration with the children’s home. 

Kindergartens are pedagogical institutions that comprise care, upbringing, play and learning. According to the needs of the families, the kindergartens offer full-time or part-time places. Besides being a good pedagogical institution for children, the kindergartens also take care of children while their parents work or study.

The aim to build enough kindergarten and the developing work in the institutions are given top priority by the government.

Today about 95 per cent of the children aged 1-5 years have a place in a kindergarten. In 2007 60 500 were employed in kindergartens. 91 per cent of the employees were women. About 1/3 were from higher-education as pre-school teachers and 2/3 were assistants. Normal standard for children and employees in Norwegian kindergartens are 3 employees per 18 children over 3 years and 3 employees per 9 children under 3 years. Every kindergarten has its headmaster. 

RAKNES BARNEHAGE
Location:
Midsund, North-west coast of Norway, close to Ålesund and Molde. We are situated on an island, and have nature close to the kindergarten. 

Children:
46 children aged 1-5/6 years have place in the kindergarten. Most children have full time, but they also have part time such as 50/60/70/80 per cent.

Employees:
12 employees, 1 man and 11 women. The employees work part time or full time.

Price:
Norway has max-price for kindergartens, about 800 euro for full time a month + food.

Opening:
We have 10 hours opening, from 0645 am to 0445 pm. The parents decide when to come and leave. 

Food:
The children get breakfast, lunch and after-noon meal. The Health-government in Norway has started a program to get kindergartens to eat more healthy.

Objective:
Our kindergarten’s objective is to work close to the nature and use the nature for learning, upbringing, care and play with the children. We have a great playground, with nature, threes, and the sea just across the street. 


Our priority is also to work for a better pedagogical kindergarten. Our slogan is: “The employees should look more like elephants instead of lions. They need bigger ears instead of a big mouths.” We have focus in listening and work with democracy for the children. 

